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French origin and called "The Children of Mary," is an
excessively and universally fashionable one among
females; and doubts are at an end.

It is probable that there was some such pious associa-
tion for females of the Borgian Era. Madonna Giovanna
always was a respectable well-living character; but we
know that she found salvation, was converted, became
devote, in 1508, when she sat under Frat' Egidio da
Viterbo preaching a course of Lent sermons in Rome.

It is suggested, then, that at once she began "to make
her soul/3 to prepare to meet her God, for she was well on
in years; and that she became a member of some Confra-
ternity of Perpetual Prayer, resembling those of the
present day whose members divide among themselves the
duty of praying the clock round, so that an unending
stream of supplication shall flow toward the Throne of
Grace. It is suggested, that, being a human woman, cherish-
ing no objection to a little perfectly legitimate advertise-
ment of virtue (like the ladies of the "E de M" descrip-
tion), Madonna Giovanna de' Catanei formed the habit
of signing her private letters "The Perpetual Suppliant
Big Jenny."

Her epitaph has been given on p. 294.

There are two documents of this year, 1517, which go
to prove that, at this time, there existed no idea of con-
cealing the parentage of Don Giovanni Borgia the some-
time Duke of Nepi and Camerino. The boy appears to
have made his home with his sister, the Duchess Lucrezia;
for both documents are issued under her protection and
authority. She was nineteen years odder than her brother,
who now was of the age of twenty-one years; and her
notable good-nature, as well as her royal estate, make it